
 

 
 

      
 Why Support the Smithsonian Women’s Committee 

The Smithsonian Women's Committee (SWC) is an all-volunteer organization founded in 1966 to raise 

funds for the Smithsonian through special activities.  Comprised of approximately 200 women with ties to 

the Washington metropolitan community, the SWC has become the Smithsonian’s most active and visible 

regional volunteer leadership group.  Members of the SWC actively work year-round on two major 

endeavors.   

First, the SWC produces two annual events - the Smithsonian’s Craft Show and Craft2Wear .  

Proceeds from these activities and other events help promote the arts and crafts movement in the United 

States and bring many people, corporations, and foundations together in creating a sense of community 

with purpose.  Always held in the spring in Washington, D.C., the Smithsonian Craft Show has 

established its reputation as the nation's premier juried exhibition and sale of American crafts.  Each year 

a new team of three expert jurors brings a fresh perspective to the Show. No artist is "invited" back, and 

all previous exhibitors must reapply.   By supporting the SWC, together we strengthen American culture, 

its vast richness and diversity, and in doing so, we also raise money for the Smithsonian. 

Second, the SWC awards financial support to a variety of projects throughout the Smithsonian. 

While major fundraising efforts of the Smithsonian seek to raise funds for major renovations, exhibitions, 

and acquisitions, the funds raised by the SWC focus on supporting small educational, research, 

conservation, and outreach programs within the Smithsonian complex of 19 museums, scientific facilities, 

and the National Zoo.  The SWC often seeks to support projects that often have difficulty finding funding 

elsewhere but are deemed vital by the museum or research directors. 

Each grant applicant has been vetted by a fair and rigorous process.  In April, a call for proposals goes out 

to the Smithsonian professional community.  Then teams of SWC members review the proposals and 

interview the candidates.  These teams meet and vote which proposals best meet SWC guidelines and 

objectives. In January, the proposals are presented to the entire SWC membership and grants are voted 

upon.  To date, the SWC has supported the Smithsonian with nearly $10 million.  

And, what’s in it for our donors and sponsors?  The knowledge and assurance that they have partnered 

with a volunteer group, deeply rooted in the Washington metropolitan community.  Because of our 

history and processes, donors understand that every grant will be fair, researched and judged, evaluated 

along the way and will expand public access to the vast collections, research, and educational resources of 

the Smithsonian, free of charge, to all children, families, and visitors world-wide.   

In the coming years, Federal funding to the Smithsonian is expected to decrease, perhaps significantly.  

As we look ahead, more and more programming funds will be dependent on private funds.  Working in 

partnership with the Smithsonian Women’s Committee will assure private citizens, corporations, and 

foundations the opportunity to fund projects which are worthy of a joint public/private collaboration.  The 

SWC is most proud of its events and processes. We work hard for the Smithsonian and for you. Help us 

ensure that remarkable programs do not fall between the cracks.  Help us breathe life into new ideas and 

vision.  Support the SWC so that together we may inspire and reassure American of its most 

accomplished museum and research complex.  Help us help the Smithsonian continue its amazing work.  

 


