
Where the Money Goes

Who We Are
The Smithsonian Women's Committee (SWC) is an 
all-volunteer organization founded in 1966 by  
Mary Ripley, the wife of Smithsonian Secretary 
S. Dillon Ripley, to advance the interests of the 
Smithsonian through fundraising activities and special 
projects. Since its founding, the SWC has supported the 
Smithsonian with grant awards and endowments totaling 
more than $10 million. Using the proceeds from the 
Smithsonian Craft Show and Craft2Wear, the Committee, 
through its grants process funds education, research, 
conservation, and outreach within the Smithsonian 
complex of 19 museums, scientific facilities, and the 
National Zoo.

The Committees's most important fundraiser is the 
annual Smithsonian Craft Show begun in 1983, at the 
suggestion of Lloyd Herman, the founding director 
of the Renwick Galley. Washingtonians at that time were 
not accustomed to fine craft exhibitions or to collecting 
crafts. According to Michael Monroe, Director Emeritus 
of the Bellevue Art Museum, the event quickly became 
the"creme de la creme" of craft shows. Craft2Wear, 
begun in 2006, is a fall show and sale of jewelry and 
wearable art featuring exhibitors who have been pre-
viously juried into the Smithsonian Craft Show.  The 
popular online auction, featuring unique crafts, began 
as a small private auction in 1986.

S.Dillon Ripley, d.2001, with wife, Mary Ripley, d. 1996, 
founder of the Smithsonian Women's Committee

Also in the works are plans to develop an online 
store for previous exhibitors to display and sell their 
work for shared profit. And the Show, which has 
moved from the Mellon Auditorium to the National 
Building Museum, will finally find a home within 
the Smithsonian complex itself when it moves into 
the newly renovated Smithsonian Arts and Industry 
Building for the 2015 Show.

In 2014, the Craft Show will initiate its first Visionary 
Award to be presented to artists who have works in
major museums and who have demonstrated 
distinction, creativity, artistry and, of course, vision 
in their respective craft medium. 

The Smithsonian Craft Show has established
its reputation as one of the nation's premier 
curated craft exhibitions and sales of fine American
craft. The Show continues to expand and evolve. 
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Proceeds from the Craft Show and Craft2Wear fund the 
Smithsonian Women's Committee Grants Fund.The Grants 
process begins in the fall. Active SWC members review, 
evaluate, interview, and ultimately vote and award some 
20 or so grants. The SWC receives 60-70 applications from 
throughout the Smithsonian. All active members are divided 
into subcommittees and assigned grant requests to research 
and present to the SWC as a whole. Each grants sub-
committee meets three times between October and mid
December. The subcommittee votes on which grants will 
go forward for presentation to all active members. The 
reviewers present these grants to the membership for a 
vote in January. Grants selected must meet the Smith-
sonian's Four Grand Challenges: Unlocking the Mysteries 
of the Universe, Valuing World Cultures, Understanding 
and Sustaining a Biodiverse Planet, and Understanding 
the American Experience.  

What We Do
The Smithsonian Women's Committee produces two 
signature events annually, the Smithsonian Craft Show 
and Craft2Wear. The Smithsonian Craft Show has 
established a reputation as one of the nation's 
premier curated exhibitions and sales of fine American
Craft art and objects. The annual show in April includes
122 artists, competing in twelve categories of sculptural 
art and objects. The Show runs for four days with a 
gala Preview Benefit on Opening Night. Over 9000 people 
attend each year. In the fall, the smaller Craft2Wear 
Show is an invitational show of jewelry and wearable art. 
Artists previously juried into the Smithsonian Craft 
Show are invited to exhibit.

The annual Smithsonian Craft Show held in the historic National 
Building Museum.
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Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed
citizens can change the world.       

Margaret Mead

They may not be changing the world, but the 172
members of the Smithsonian Women's Committtee 
have certainly had an impact on the Institution during 
the last 47 years. The attention and consideration 
they give to proposals from museums and departments 
throughout the Smithsonian, and the dedication they 
bring to fundraising for those projects, have made them 
influential philanthropists. Not only do they contribute 
money, but they volunteer time, effort and talent to 
ensure money they raise is spent where it is needed most.

A favorite project was the Smithsonian National Zoo's
giant panda experiment sperm assessment metabolism 
research that resulted in the birth of Tai Shan in 2005. 
The committee members like to be called the 
grandparents of Tai Shan.

Tai Shan, the giant Panda cub born in 2005 at the
Smithsonian National Zoo, gets a hug from his mother
while frolicking outside. The SWC has funded reproductive
programs for the Giant Panda since 2000.


