
Selected Grants funded by the Smithsonian Women’s Committee - 2014

We awarded 19 grants totaling more than $393,000 in 2014. These grants  
benefit education, research, conservation, exhibitions, equipment and capital  

projects in 11 of the Smithsonian museums, research centers and offices. 

Grant: Making science more accessible 
to children and adults who are blind, 
have low-vision, or are visually impaired 
by creating and disseminating Braille and 
tactile panels.

Grant: Black-Crowned Night Herons  nest 
in DC, where do they winter?  Funds for 
the National Zoo to acquire five satellite 
tracking tags to study the herons’ 
migratory movements in real time. Each 
spring, approximately 100-black crowned 
night herons arrive at the Smithsonian’s 
National Zoo to initiate breeding.

NATIONAL ZOO - $ 18,000
Acquire five satellite tracking tags to 
study migratory movements of Black-
Crowned Night Herons in real time.

SMITHSONIAN ASTROPHYSICAL  
OBSERVATORY - $ 17,186

Create and disseminate 100 sets of 
durable Braille and tactile panels to a 
highly underserved audience: blind, low-
sighted, and visually impaired populations.

Science is hard to understand if you can’t 
see it, but with these panels, people learn 
about the universality of physical laws and 
the relationship between our everyday 
world and the Universe. Now, they can 
instantly understand what’s going on.

Although the herons have been nesting 
in Washington, D.C., since before the 
National Zoo was established, the 
Zoo will now be able to learn more 
about where they spend their winter.



Grant: O Say Can You See? Produce 
and distribute a video on the 200th 
anniversary of the Star Spangled 
Banner planned around this year’s 
“Star Spangled Summer.” This exhibit 
will be anchored by Francis Scott Key’s 
original score, which is on loan to the 
National Musuem of American History.

Grant: Complete conservation treatment   
of four recently acquired portrait 
miniatures. This grant continues the 
support by the SWC over many years 
of conservation efforts at Smithsonian 
museums to preserve paintings, icons, 
needlepoint and other historic items, 
thus, enabling them to be restored 
and exhibited for the first time.

.

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY - $4,000
George Washington by William Russell 
Birch (after Gilbert Stuart), enamel on 
copper, c 1815, 2 7/8 by 2 3/8 inches.

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF  
AMERICAN HISTORY - $14,000

Produce and distribute videos for two milestones: 
the museum’s 50th anniversary and the 200th 
anniversary of the Star Spangled Banner.

The video will examine linkages between 
our national anthem and all American 
music from spirituals to blues to folk.


