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121 Artists Selected to Participate in 2015 Smithsonian Craft Show 

The Smithsonian announced today that in a “Quest for the Best” among contemporary craftsmen and 

artistic designers, 121 artists were chosen to participate in the Institution’s 33rd annual Craft Show. A three-

person jury selected the artists from a pool of more than 1,100 applicants.  

The juried show will be held at the National Building Museum in Washington, D.C., April 23–26, 2015; 

a preview night reception will be held Wednesday, April 22. World-renowned glass artist Toots Zynsky will be 

the honorary chair of the show.   

A list of the selected artists and images of their work can be found on the Craft Show’s website.  

“We are tremendously excited with the quality of the portfolios that were presented this year,” said 

Sharon Fawcett, Craft Show co-chair. “The imagination and creativity reflected in the works by the applicants 

was outstanding.”  

“The 2015 Craft show will break new ground by presenting works of 31 artists who are new to the 

Smithsonian Craft Show,” said Susan Labovich, Craft Show co-chair. “It is an indication that the United States 

continues to be a leader in contemporary craft and design.” 

  The 121 artists represent 29 states: New York (15 artists); Massachusetts and Pennsylvania (10 artists 

each); California (nine artists); Illinois (eight artists); North Carolina and Wisconsin (seven artists each); Rhode 

Island and Maine (six artists each); Ohio and Minnesota (four artists each); New Mexico, Missouri, New Jersey, 

Virginia and Texas (three artists each); Florida, Colorado, Tennessee, Vermont, Washington State, 

Maryland and New Hampshire (two artists each); and Connecticut, Oregon, West Virginia, Kentucky, Michigan 

and South Carolina (one artist each).  

The artists represent all facets of contemporary design and craft, including basketry, ceramics, 

decorative fiber, furniture, glass, jewelry, leather, metal, mixed media, paper, wearable art and wood.  

About the Smithsonian Craft Show 

The 2015 Smithsonian Craft Show will be the 33rd annual show produced by the Smithsonian Women’s 

Committee. The event supports the committee’s program of yearly grants to the Smithsonian, which are 

awarded on a competitive basis to various entities within the Institution. The grants are for a wide variety of 

projects that focus on the Smithsonian’s Four Grand Challenges:  Unlocking the Mysteries of the Universe, 

Valuing World Cultures, Understanding and Sustaining a Biodiverse Planet and Understanding the American 

Experience.                                                             # # # 
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