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Toots Zynsky to Receive Smithsonian Craft Show’s 2015 Visionary Award  

Artist Also Will Serve As Show’s Honorary Chair  

Susan Labovich and Sharon Fawcett, co-chairs of the 2015 Smithsonian Craft Show, announced today 

that world-renowned glass artist Toots Zynsky will be the recipient of the show’s Visionary Award, which is 

presented to artists in the world of sculptural arts and design. Zynsky also was named honorary chair of the 33rd 

annual event. 

Zynsky, who was born and raised in Massachusetts, graduated from The Rhode Island School of Design 

where she studied under the famous glass artist Dale Chihuly. Zynsky’s signature heat-formed filet de verre 

(glass thread) vessels are considered unique in the world of glass art. Zynsky’s art is collected by major 

museums around the world, and her work is currently featured in a show at the Istituto Veneto di Scienze, 

Lettere ed Arti, at the Palazzo Loredan, in Venice, Italy.  

 “Toots Zynsky’s work epitomizes greatness in her field,” said Labovich. “Her glass sculptural pieces 

demonstrate creativity, vision and innovation, which are the founding criteria for the Visionary Award.” 

 “As honorary chair of the Craft Show, Zynsky’s prominence in the American sculptural glass 

movement will attract artists from around the country who have achieved similar greatness in their respective 

fields of art,” Fawcett said. “Her graciousness in volunteering her time and energy to the 2015 Smithsonian 

Craft Show will help make it a great success.” 

 “I am thrilled to be the honorary chair and to be nominated for the Visionary Award at the next 

Smithsonian Craft Show,” Zynsky said. “This annual show is a wonderful opportunity for leading American 

artists to showcase their work and for the public to be able to see and collect cutting-edge American art.”  

 In addition to being honorary chair, Zynsky will have a work in the Smithsonian Women’s 

Committee Arts Invitational, an online auction in which a handful of highly respected artists are invited to 

participate each year. The auction will be held April 14 to May 3, 2015. Other world-renowned artists whose 

work will be included are Chihuly, Albert Paley and Sidney Hutter. 

About the Smithsonian Craft Show 

Widely regarded as the most prestigious juried show and sale of American fine craft, the Smithsonian 

Craft Show will be held April 23–26, 2015, at the National Building Museum in Washington, D.C. The 121 

participating artists were chosen from a pool of more than 1,100 applicants, including many of the most 

accomplished artisans in the United Sates. For more information, visit www.smithsoniancraftshow.org. 

Smithsonian Institution  
News 

mailto:austrpr@si.edu
mailto:scooper2712@gmail.com
http://newsdesk.si.edu/
http://www.smithsoniancraftshow.org/


2 
SI-577-2014 

The annual Smithsonian Craft Show is produced by the Smithsonian Women’s Committee to support 

education, research, conservation, acquisition and exhibitions at the Smithsonian. 
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