
 

 

  
 

Toots Zynsky to be Recipient of 2015 Visionary Award  

And Honorary Chair of 2015 Smithsonian Craft Show 
 

  
Washington, D.C….Co-chairs of the 2015 Smithsonian Craft Show Sharon Fawcett and 

Susan Labovich announced today that world-renowned glass artist Toots Zynsky will be 

the recipient of the prestigious 2015 Visionary Award presented to artists who have risen 

to the pinnacle in the world of sculptural arts and design.  

 

She also has been named Honorary Chair of the 33rd annual Smithsonian Craft Show. 

 

In making the announcement, Susan Labovich said, “Toots Zynsky’s work epitomizes 

greatness in her field.  Her glass sculptural pieces, which are found in major museums 

around the world, demonstrate creativity, vision, and innovation which are the founding 

criteria for the Visionary Award. Her work is the finest of American studio glass. We are 

honored that Ms. Zynsky has agreed to accept this award which will be presented to her 

at the 2015 Smithsonian Craft Show.” 
  

 Sharon Fawcett added, “As honorary chair of the Craft Show, Ms. Zynsky’s prominence 

in the American sculptural glass movement will attract artists from around the country 

who have achieved similar greatness in their respective fields of art.  In spite of all of her 

artistic commitments in the U.S. and abroad, she has graciously agreed to volunteer her 

time and energy to make the 2015 Smithsonian Craft Show a huge success.” 
 

“I am honored to be nominated for the Visionary Award and pleased to serve as Honorary Chair 

of the 33
rd

 Annual Smithsonian Craft Show”, Toots Zynsky said. This annual show is a 

wonderful opportunity for leading American artists to showcase their work and for 

the public to be able to see and collect cutting edge art.   
 

 Annie Carlano, a juror for the 2015 show, characterized Ms Zynsky as, “one of the few 

women of her generation to break the glass ceiling.” 
 

 In addition to being Honorary Chair, Ms. Zynsky will have a work in the Smithsonian 

Women’s Committee Arts Invitational, an online auction in which a handful of highly 

respected artists are invited to participate each year.  The auction will be held from April 

14, to May 3, 2015. Proceeds support the committee’s yearly grants to the Smithsonian. 



 

 

Other world-renowned artists whose work will be included are Dale Chihuly, Albert 

Paley, and Sidney Hutter. 

 

Toots Zynsky was born and raised in Massachusetts.  She graduated from The Rhode 

Island School of Design where she studied with Dale Chihuly. Her quest for 

understanding and testing the limits of glass-making has continued for more than 40 

years and has spanned several continents.  Her signature heat-formed filet de verre (glass 

thread) vessels are widely cherished and considered to be unique in the world of glass art.  

Her pieces inhabit a region all their own, interweaving the traditions of painting, 

sculpture, and the decorative arts. She spent 16 years abroad living in Europe and West 

Africa.  Her extraordinary glass art is collected by major museums around the world.  Her 

work is currently featured in a show at the Palazzo Loredan of the Istituto Veneto di 

Scienze, Lettere ed Arti, in Venice, Italy.  

 

 

Background: 

Widely regarded as the most prestigious juried show and sale of American fine craft, the 

Smithsonian Craft Show will be held April 23-26, 2015 at the National Building Museum 

in Washington, D.C. The 121 participating artists were chosen from a pool of more than 

1,100 applicants, including many of the most accomplished artisans in the United Sates.  

 

The annual Smithsonian Craft Show is produced by the Smithsonian Women’s 

Committee. The event and on-line auction support the committee’s program of yearly 

grants to the Smithsonian, which are awarded on a competitive basis to various entities 

within the Institution. The grants are for a wide variety of projects that focus on the 

Smithsonian’s Four Grand Challenges:  Unlocking the Mysteries of the Universe, Valuing 

World Cultures, Understanding and Sustaining a Biodiverse Planet and Understanding 

the American Experience. 
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http://www.smithsoniancraftshow.org/

